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MY  HEADLINES 


British  Colombia  Updates  Seismic  Event  Response 
The  British  Columbia  Oil  and  Gas  Commission  approved  amendments  to  the 
provincial  Drilling  and  Production  Regulation  Aug.  6 to  streamline  definitions  and 
toughen  existing  rules.  Highlights  include  fisting  actions  to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  a 
seismic  event  within  a 3 kilometer  radius  of  a disposal  or  fracturing  operation; 
enhancing  testing  and  analysis,  including  conducting  isotope  data  sampling  on 
exploratory  wildcat  and  exploratory  outpost  wells;  establishing  fire  prevention 
requirements ... 

(Topic:  oil  and  gas) 


CBF  Won't  Appeal  Virginia  Stream  Fencing  Ruling 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  Foundation  will  not  appeal  a Virginia  commonwealth  court 
decision  saying  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  doesn't  have  to  issue  a 
rule  requiring  farmers  to  keep  cattle  out  of  streams  and  rivers,  CBF  senior  attorney 
Peggy  Banner  told  Bloomberg  BNA  Aug.  10.  Richmond  Circuit  Court  Judge  C.N. 
Jenkins  Jr.  July  9 rejected  the  foundation's  claim  that  a Virginia  law  that  calls  for 
“adequate  buffer  zones,  where  waste  shall  not  be  applied”  extends  to  ... 

(Topic:  water  pollution) 


Clean  Power  Plan  Extensions  Have  Catch:  Outreach 
States  seeking  additional  time  to  develop  compliance  strategies  for  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency's  Clean  Power  Plan  must  first  show  that  they  have 
engaged  with  minority  and  at-risk  populations. 

(Topic:  air  pollution;  Topic:  climate  change;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency) 

Court  Upholds  Approval  of  Illinois  Emissions  Program 
The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  did  not  act  in  an  arbitrary  or  a capricious 
manner  when  it  approved  a revised  motor  vehicle  emissions  testing  program  in 
Illinois,  a federal  appeals  court  ruled  (Indiana  v.  EPA,  2015  BL  254652,  7th  Cir.,  No.  14. 
3214,  8/7/15). 

(Topic:  air  pollution;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency) 

Discharge  Permits  Upheld  For  Everglades  Sugar  Farms 
Water  discharge  permits  for  South  Florida  sugar  cane  farms  don't  violate  the  state’s 
Everglades  protection  laws,  despite  nearby  waters  continuing  to  exceed  the 
allowable  phosphorus  limit,  a state  appeals  court  ruled  (Fla.  Audubon  Soc’y  v.  Sugar 
Cane  Growers  Coop,  of  Fla.,  Fla.  2nd  District  Court  of  Appeal,  No.  2D1 4-2328,  2015). 
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,!pKf  fteg|ofteaaorf[fie1rA  says  it  is  working  with  the  Agency  for  Toxic 

(topic;  Tisn  anajMcniYe:  Tap ic wa ste waie  n.T opic : %ate r poJTuiicti;  Agency: 

iSuDstance  a no  Disease.  Registry*  m agclitioh  to  other  federal  ancr  state  agencies,  to 

Epvjro  n rae  mal  FromcTpn  Agency  ‘State : yaforacf  o ) ..  . ......  * ’ 

determine  the  extent  to  which  private  drinking  wells  and  wildlife  are  threatened  by 

^M^iinKt6?@r9entdl  Protection  Agency  intends  to  address  a recent  ruling  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme” Court  on  the  legality  of  the  mercury  and  air  toxics  standards  by  spring 
2016,  the  agency  told  a federal  appeals  court  Aug.  10  (White  Stallion  Energy  Ctr.  LLC 
v.  ERA,  D.C.  Cir.,  No.  12-1100,  opposition  filed  8/10/15). 

(IfW^FW  on  the  legality  of 

the  mercury  and  air  toxics  standards  by  spring  2016,  the  agency  tells  a federal 
BMtetfe Bpaptofte MeA/la ayatlextoaiBk ^teE^rtritidrf?2i life  cost  of  the  mercury 
T^i^cBari’r ^radic«e ste ^ tteesa^e p«^|wri febaB^bia itdmteetiafB  hold  for 
it^a^h^tHmset^eki^on  ith^iUiS2O0li^afrA^^^fof^fPistrb^  *lf 

d§ol«hWilil!^^'depld^hdW"&)'iprode^d;  Mweautts  over  the  program. 

(Topic:  climate  change;  Agency:  Environmental  Protection  Agency) 
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A must  set  a de  miminis  threshold — below  which  permits 
would  not  be  required— because  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  limited  the  scope  of  the 


[irani.  More  » 
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Pesticide  Ban 


A federal  appeals  court  judge  harshly  criticized  the  Environmental  Protection 
pfamtrt  fleiaots  ItetMesidCDttfaiMeiflefcaliesAlftdeyrStipaBfaftdban  the 


response  costs,  a federal  appeals  court 
# tjie ^^i-^bto^dj^g^a^^^uldn't  afford  the 

%Hoa  m IfcfltHSatefSfr jttegfflWWreSi'itfl Wm<l»Mlbpak,  New  York  City  is  drafting 
legislation  for  measures  to  control  the  legiortelfa  bacterium  m large  building  cooling 
towers,  Mayor  Bill  de  Blasio  (D)  and  City  Council  Speaker  Melissa  Mark-Viverito  said. 
/B^tirnor&,ShiRS^i^;S|Beflz©I^LawsuitfA(mtri$t  SteeLMiNi.Ruled 


A shipyard  can  proceed  with  new  environmental  contamination  claims  against  the 
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tK&aaist&aYfipftfawa  to  mitigate  any  adverse  public  health  effects.  Algal  blooms  ... 
(Topic:  environmental  legislation;  Topic:  water  pollution;  Agency:  Environmental 
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mining  in  rivers  and  streams  within  a national  forest  without  first  consulting  with 
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SeveralpipeTine  companies^fra^ssociatioris  called  for  a federal  agency  to  remove 
from  a rule  proposed  in  May  requirements  intended  to  improve  natural  gas 

trieiteiflrii&P^^  plastic 

pipe. 
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The  EPA  did  not  act  in  an  arbitrary  or  a capricious  manner  when  it  approved  a 
revised  motor  vehicle  emissions  testing  program  in  Illinois,  a federal  appeals  court 
rules.  The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Seventh  Circuit  denies  a challenge  brought 
by  Indiana,  which  alleged  that  the  EPA  had  approved  a program  that  impermissibly 
interferes  with  attainment  of  the  national  ambient  air  quality  standards  for  ozone  in 
two  counties  in  that  state.  The  court  rules  that  the  EPA  complied  with  its 
reasonable  interpretation  of  Section  110(1)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  which  governs 
revisions  of  state  implementation  plans.  More  » 


States  Seekinc 
Outreach 


Clean  Power  Plan  Extensions  Must  Demonstrate 


States  seeking  additional  time  to  develop  compliance  strategies  for  the  EPA’s 
Clean  Power  Plan  must  first  show  that  they  have  engaged  with  minority  and  at-risk 
populations.  The  Clean  Power  Plan  establishes  three  criteria  for  states  seeking  an 
additional  two  years  to  develop  their  compliance  plans,  and  among  them  is 
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demonstrating  outreach  to  environmental  justice  communities,  Lisa  Garcia,  vice 
president  of  litigation  for  healthy  communities  at  Earthjustice,  says  the  EPA's 
placement  of  the  engagement  requirement  early  on  in  the  process  constitutes  a 
safeguard.  More  » 

Kyoto  Protocol  Countries  ‘Exceeded’  Emissions-Reduction  Goals,  UN 
Says 

Near-final  accounting  for  the  2008-2012  commitment  period  under  the  Kyoto 
Protocol  shows  parties  “collectively  exceeded  their  original  emissions-reduction 
goals  by  a large  margin,”  the  United  Nations  Framework  Convention  on  Climate 
Change  reports.  The  protocol's  first  commitment  period  required  36  industrialized 
countries  to  reduce  emissions  by  an  average  of  5,4  percent  compared  to  1990 
during  the  four-year  period  from  2008  to  2012.  Though  the  period  ended  nearly 
three  years  ago,  figures  are  still  being  compiled.  More  » 

China  Pollution  Blows  Across  Pacific,  Hurts  U.S.  Air  Quality,  Study 
Says 

Chinese  air  pollution  blows  across  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  partly  offsets  clean  air 
measures  taken  in  California,  according  to  Dutch  and  U.S.  researchers.  More  than 
two-fifths  of  the  expected  benefits  of  anti-pollution  controls  in  the  Western  U.S,  are 
canceled  out  by  rising  ozone  pollution  from  China,  the  scientists  report.  More  » 

Tracking  Provisions  Spark  Industry  Concern  Over  Plastic  Pipe 
Proposal 

Several  pipeline  companies  and  associations  ask  a federal  agency  to  remove  from 
a proposed  rule  requirements  intended  to  improve  natural  gas  transmission  and 
distribution  systems  operators9  ability  to  locate  and  track  plastic  pipe.  Many 
industry  members,  including  the  American  Gas  Association,  are  generally 
supportive  of  the  Pipeline  and  Hazardous  Materials  Safety  Administration's  plastic 
pipe  proposal,  which  also  updates  mechanical  fitting  requirements  and  responded 
to  industry  petitions.  More  » 

ALSO  IN  THE  NEWS 

DRINKING  WATER: 

Acting  in  the  wake  of  a Legionnaires9  disease  outbreak,  New  York  City  is  drafting 
legislation  for  measures  to  control  the  legionella  bacterium  in  large  building 
cooling  towers,  Mayor  de  Blasio  says.  More  » 

RISK  ASSESSMENT: 

A chemical  used  to  sterilize  medical  equipment  and  decontaminate  spices  can 
cause  leukemia,  breast  and  other  cancers,  and  ammonia  can  damage  lungs, 
scientists  advising  the  ERA  say.  More  » 

WATER  POLLUTION: 

Scientists  and  environmental  advocates  warn  that  boating  events  at  the  2016 
Summer  Olympic  Games  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  pose  a health  risk  because  of 
sewage  contamination  in  the  bay  and  lagoon  where  the  races  will  be  held.  More  » 

RENEWABLE  ENERGY: 

The  total  installed  wind  power  capacity  in  the  U.S.  grew  by  8 percent  from  2013  to 
2014,  reaching  a total  of  nearly  66  gigawatts  of  wind  capacity,  according  to  new 
reports  from  the  Energy  Department  More  » 

PESTICIDES: 

A federal  appeals  court  judge  criticizes  the  ERA  for  using  stall  tactics  to  avoid 
making  a decision  on  whether  to  ban  the  insecticide  chforpyrifos,  developed  by 
Dow  AgroSciences  and  now  used  in  products  made  by  dozens  of  agrochemical 
companies.  More  » 
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